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Introduction 
This policy was drawn up by staff and governors in the light of DFEE circular 0116/2000 and the need to review 
existing practice. It is about the lifelong learning of physical, moral and emotional development. It is about the 
understanding of the importance of marriage for family life, stable and loving relationships, respect, love and care. 
It is also about the teaching of sex, sexuality, and sexual health. 
 
Aims 

1. To help and support children through their physical, emotional and moral development. 
2. To learn to respect themselves and others and move with confidence from childhood through adolescence 

into adulthood. 
3. To give them an elementary understanding of human reproduction. 
4. To give them an appreciation of the value of a stable relationship and the responsibilities of parenthood. 
5. To help pupils develop the skills and understanding they need to live confident, healthy and independent 

lives 
 

These relate to our existing curriculum statement, particularly with regard to the acquisition of a reasoned set of 
attitudes, values and beliefs; and the development of self-respect and the ability to lead full lives. 
 
We recognise that the requirements of the National Curriculum for science have an impact on this area, 
particularly the attainment targets on Life Processes and Living Things for Key Stage 2: 

- That the life processes common to humans and other animals include nutrition, growth and reproduction 
- About the main stages of the human life cycle. 

 
Moral and Values Framework 
Overlying all our work on sex education is the notion that babies are best brought into the world in the security of 
loving, caring relationships and that this is a long term commitment. Any sexual intercourse should take place in a 
similar environment. 
 
Love, respect and care are important features of this study. They should be emphasised throughout a pupil’s 
school life. 
 
Pupils will also be taught that one has a responsibility for one’s actions and it is therefore vital to recognise the 
possible outcomes. This is as true for sexual activities as it is for any other. 
 
It should not be the role of the teacher to pronounce judgements on issues such as homosexuality, lesbianism, 
contraception and abortion. These are complex areas which few, if any, primary children are equipped to discuss. 
They require a maturity of moral framework more usually attained in the secondary years. 
 
Content of Programme 

• Principal organs and body parts – names, functions, operation. 
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• Bodily changes:- 
Menstrual cycle – reasons, physical effects, hygiene. 
Night time emissions. 

• Intercourse 

• Foetal development 

• Birth 

• The needs of babies and toddlers – physical, emotional, intellectual. 
 
 
Notes on content 
INTERCOURSE 

- cover mechanical aspects of male/female intercourse 
- specific vocabulary which may be used: testicles, ejaculation, sperm, penis, vagina, womb, erection 

 
Children asking questions outside these parameters will be referred to parents. These will include questions on 
varieties of intercourse and masturbation in particular. 
 
If in doubt, remember that we are dealing solely with human reproduction. Whilst we accept that intercourse does 
take place where conception is not intended, we feel that this area is better dealt with at an age where a child’s 
maturity starts to inform its decision making. We need to bear in mind our aims and the framework of morals and 
values we are working to. 
 
Equal Opportunities 
Boys and girls involved throughout. 
Child care/parental responsibilities. 
 
Organisation of School Sex Education 
Co-ordinators – Curriculum co-ordinator and Year 6 teachers 
 
Taught by – Year 6 staff aided by school nurses and head teacher 
 
Training – will be available as necessary for all staff (including TAs) 
 
Methodology – This will vary according to the subject matter. The more sensitive areas will be dealt with in small 
groups led by teachers and nurses. These groups will be single sex for sessions involving sensitive areas. 
 
Sensitive areas: Intercourse, child birth, menstrual cycle, night time emissions. 
Less sensitive: Foetal development, child care, health through pregnancy. 
 
Less sensitive areas can be taught through years 3, 4 and 5 in connection with relationships. 
 
General methodology will include use of DVD material (Living and Growing), whole class lessons and group work. 
Discussion will play a large part in the delivery of this subject and we must recognise the need to control such 
discussion and to keep it within our parameters. 


